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APPROVED 
JOINT TOWN / VILLAGE OF CLAYTON 

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
March 14, 2013 

 
The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with the following members present:  Vice Chairman Larry 
Aubertine, Paul Heckmann, Ron Duford, Preston Lowe, Duane Hazelton, and Alternate John 
Neuffer (sitting in for Bud Baril).  Absent:  Chairman Bud Baril, Brian Jones, Alternate Doug 
Rogers, Alternate John Kehoe. 
 
Also present:  Zoning Enforcement Officer Henry LaClair; Codes Enforcement Officer Richard 
Ingerson; Recording Clerk Susan Kenney. 
 
Townspeople Present:  Dave Heinrich, Morgan Ringer, Eve (?) Goyerson (?), Fred Schmitt, 
Melinda Bechaz, Jeff Bechaz, Paul Calhoun Sr., Paul Calhoun Jr., Augusta Withington, Rob 
Campany, James Kenney, Tom Bogenschutz (?). 
 
The Board reviewed the minutes from the regular meeting on February 7, 2013.  No corrections 
were made.  MOTION was made by Ron Duford, 2nd by John Neuffer (acting for Bud Baril), to 
approve the minutes as presented.  Motion was carried.  The Board also reviewed the minutes 
from the meeting on March 7, 2013.  No corrections were made.  MOTION was made by Duane 
Hazelton, 2nd by Ron Duford, to approved the minutes as presented.  Motion was carried, with 
one abstention by Paul Heckmann, who was not present at this meeting. 
 
7:08 --- Town --- Granite Springs LLC, 38032 Route 12E, Tax Map # 19.20-1-66, in the 
Agricultural-Rural Residential District.  Request for a Special Use Permit to alter its small 
commercial enterprise by adding a boat winterizing area inside the boat storage building. 
 
MOTION was made by Ron Duford, 2nd by Duane Hazelton, to have the Planning Board take 
lead agency. 
 
Aye:  Aubertine, Heckmann, Duford, Lowe, Hazelton, Neuffer (acting for Baril) 
Nay: none   Abstain:  none    Absent:  Baril, Jones 
 
Vice Chairman Aubertine went through the short-form SEQR. 
 
At 7:10 the public hearing was opened.  David Heinrich did the presenting.  They wish to do boat 
winterization at their storage building on Route 12E.  There will be a box inside to catch any 
spills.  The fluids will be sump-pumped into an above-ground container, to be taken away each 
fall by another company.  The antifreeze used in the boats is non-toxic, so it won’t be as much of 
a problem.  According to ZEO LaClair, a complete copy of the application was sent to DEC, but 
there has been no reply as yet. 
 
A number of neighbors of the property were present and had numerous questions and concerns.  
One neighbor was concerned about potential contamination of the groundwater, since the local 
wells draw from aquifers running underneath the property in question.  He wanted to know if 
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Granite Springs could guarantee that there would be no leakage into the groundwater of anything 
toxic. 
 
Another neighbor was concerned with the work that had already been done on the property, 
which he said had not been done properly, so that the groundwater would eventually be affected 
by decaying tree stumps, etc.  He also was concerned with the use of high pressure hoses to clean 
the boats and the contaminants that would come off the boats.  Mr. Heinrich asserted that there 
was no plan to clean boats; currently the storage building has no water or electricity with which 
to clean.  This neighbor had another concern with the antifreeze and oil from the winterized 
boats eventually getting into the groundwater, particularly with any boats parked on the gravel 
parking lot.  It was agreed that to do winterizing, extreme caution must be taken. 
 
At 7:27 MOTION was made by Preston Lowe, 2nd by Ron Duford, to close the public hearing.  
Motion was carried. 
 
Vice Chairman Aubertine went through the Site Plan Review.  The discussion focused on Item 
E, the adequacy of storm water and drainage systems.  These will all be contained within the 
building and pumped into a storage tank for future removal, which will be forklifted to a door or 
window for the pump-out process.  The question arose of what sort of connection was planned to 
pump out the tank.  Board Member Heckmann asserted that Granite Springs needed a tank with a 
foolproof PVC liner, and to guard against casual spillage, any joints on the concrete slabs and 
tanks must also be foolproof.  Thoroughly engineered drawings were needed to promote 100% 
confidence that any spillage would not get into the ground.  As currently planned, the tank would 
sit on crushed stones.  This should be changed to concrete, all sloped to a lined catch basin.  It 
was also asserted that it would take an enormous amount of leakage of nontoxic antifreeze to 
affect the groundwater. 
 
At 7:39 MOTION was made by Preston Lowe, 2nd by Duane Hazelton, to accept the site plan 
review.  Motion was carried. 
 
At 7:44 MOTION was made by Ron Duford, 2nd by John Neuffer (acting for Bud Baril) to accept 
the application with the following conditions: 

1.  The catch basin should be lined with a leak-proof PVC liner. 
  
2.  Applicant must submit engineered drawings. 
  
3.  The concrete pad should extend under the holding tank to a size of 40X40', to include both the 
storage and the holding tank. 
  
4.  Any joints in the concrete containment vessels need to be watertight. 

 
Aye:  Aubertine, Heckmann, Duford, Lowe, Hazelton, Neuffer (acting for Baril) 
Nay: none   Abstain:  none    Absent:  Baril, Jones 
 
7:45 --- Town --- Augusta Withington/Fourth Coast Realty, LLC, south of NYS Route 12, 1 
mile east of town of Clayton, Tax Map # 20.11-2-12.13, in the Agricultural-Rural 
Residential District.  Seeking Special Use Permit for small business office and storage 
space. 
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This hearing was reopened from February 7, 2013.  Fourth Coast went to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals in the interim and received variances for height and for signage.  Questions had been 
brought up at the previous hearing concerning access to the spring.  It was determined that this 
was not an issue for the Planning Board but something that must be settled between the 
landowners. 
 
At 7:48 MOTION was made by Paul Heckmann, 2nd by Preston Lowe, to close the public 
hearing.  Motion was carried. 
 
At 7:49 MOTION was made by Preston Lowe, 2nd by Paul Heckmann, to approve the 
application as presented. 
 
Aye:  Aubertine, Heckmann, Duford, Lowe, Hazelton, Neuffer (acting for Baril) 
Nay: none   Abstain:  none    Absent:  Baril, Jones 
 
7:50 --- Town --- Jeffrey & Melinda Bechaz, 37851 Deferno Road, Tax Map # 30.00-3-5, in 
the Agricultural-Rural Residential District.  Requesting a Special Use Permit to site a small 
commercial enterprise on their property. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Bechaz own a dairy farm and wish to begin manufacturing and selling cheese.  
Vice Chairman Aubertine went through the short form SEQR.  MOTION was made by Duane 
Hazelton, 2nd by John Neuffer (acting for Bud Baril) to accept the SEQR.  Motion was carried. 
 
The public hearing was opened.  The Bechazes are hoping to be open by April.  New York state 
has approved everything; they have their license; now they just need to get things set up for 
sales.  The question was raised about what would be done with the leftover whey from the cheese 
production.  The answer was that this would be fed right back to the cows and would be 
consumed right away. 
 
At 7:55 MOTION was made by Preston Lowe, 2nd by Duane Hazelton, to close the public 
hearing.  Motion was carried.  MOTION was made by Preston Lowe, 2nd by John Neuffer 
(acting for Bud Baril) to accept the Special Use Permit.  Motion was carried. 
 
At 7:56 MOTION was made by Preston Lowe, 2nd by Duane Hazelton, to approve the 
application. 
 
Aye:  Aubertine, Heckmann, Duford, Lowe, Hazelton, Neuffer (acting for Baril) 
Nay: none   Abstain:  none    Absent:  Baril, Jones 
 
7:56 --- Village --- Melissa & Mathew Hardy, Bella’s Restaurant, 602 Riverside Dr., 
Clayton, Tax Map # 20.38-1-7, in the Riverwalk B District.  Site Plan Review to erect 
pergolas, a service bar, and additional seating at the restaurant. 
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Vice Chairman Aubertine noted that a letter had been received from Jefferson County Planning, 
citing no problems with the application.  He then went through the SEQR.  MOTION was made 
by Preston Lowe, 2nd by Paul Heckmann, to accept the SEQR.  Motion was carried. 
 
At 7:58 the public hearing was opened.  Presentation was by ………….?  The Village Board has 
already approved this project, and Doug Rogers, going through the LWRP, found no problems.  
An awning is planned over the pergola, in the same colors as the front of the restaurant. 
 
At 8:00 MOTION was made by Duane Hazelton, 2nd by Preston Lowe, to close the public 
hearing.  Motion was carried. 
 
The Board went through the (Village) Site Plan Review.  MOTION was made by Preston Lowe, 
2nd by Duane Hazelton, to declare a negative impact.  Motion was carried. 
 
At 8:07 MOTION was made by Preston Lowe, 2nd by Paul Heckmann, to approve the 
application as presented. 
 
Aye:  Aubertine, Heckmann, Duford, Lowe, Hazelton, Neuffer (acting for Baril) 
Nay: none   Abstain:  none    Absent:  Baril, Jones 
 
8:10 --- Several simple minor subdivisions were up for review.  All have generic SEQRs on 
file.  Any discussion was very brief. 
 
1.  Town --- SAF Enterprises LLC (Fred Bach), property located on County Route 9, Tax 
Map # 30.00-3-35.1, in the Agricultural-Rural Residential District.     MOTION was made 
by Preston Lowe, 2nd by Paul Heckmann, to approve the subdivision. 
 
Aye:  Aubertine, Heckmann, Duford, Lowe, Hazelton, Neuffer (acting for Baril) 
Nay: none   Abstain:  none    Absent:  Baril, Jones 
 
2.  Town --- Kimberly J. Duellman, 36197 NYS Route 12, Tax Map # 31.10-1-23.1, in the 
Agricultural-Rural Residential District.     MOTION was made by John Neuffer (acting for 
Bud Baril), 2nd by Paul Heckmann, to approve the subdivision. 
 
Aye:  Aubertine, Heckmann, Duford, Lowe, Hazelton, Neuffer (acting for Baril) 
Nay: none   Abstain:  none    Absent:  Baril, Jones 
 
3.  Town --- Kelly D. Cantwell, 36945 NYS Route 12, Tax Map #20.11-1-9.2, in the Marine 
Development District.     MOTION was made by Preston Lowe, 2nd by Paul Heckmann, to 
approve the subdivision. 
 
Aye:  Aubertine, Heckmann, Duford, Lowe, Hazelton, Neuffer (acting for Baril) 
Nay: none   Abstain:  none    Absent:  Baril, Jones 
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4.  Town --- David & Susan Heinrich, 42998 Murray Island, Tax Map # 12.11-1-36.1, in the 
Marine-Residential District.     MOTION was made by Duane Hazelton, 2nd by Preston Lowe, 
to approve the subdivision. 
 
Aye:  Aubertine, Heckmann, Duford, Lowe, Hazelton, Neuffer (acting for Baril) 
Nay: none   Abstain:  none    Absent:  Baril, Jones 
 
8:30 --- NEW BUSINESS 
 
1.  Looking ahead on the calendar, the July meeting would be on July 4th if kept to the first 
Thursday of the month.  It was agreed to postpone the meeting to the following Thursday, July 
11th . 
 
2.  There was a discussion about what should and shouldn’t be allowed to be built in the village, 
in particular regarding bars.  Was that properly the role of the Planning Board to limit the 
numbers of bars?  It was noted that there is a comprehensive plan, although on many issues it is 
vague, and that it should be followed.  Zoning should of necessity follow the comprehensive 
plan.  It was also noted that under the current zoning, certain districts already do prohibit bars, 
but that bars cannot legally be prohibited where they are currently allowed.  Various members 
agreed that they would not like to see as many bars in Clayton as are in other neighboring 
communities.  As the hotel is built and begins to make its impact on Clayton, we need to make 
sure the comprehensive plan is up to date. 
 
At 8:38 MOTION was made by Paul Heckmann, 2nd by Larry Aubertine, to adjourn the 
meeting.  Motion was carried. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Kenney, Recording Clerk 


