
October 10, 2012 

The Town Board of the Town of Clayton held their regular meeting in the Town Board Room, 405 

Riverside Drive, Clayton, NY with the following persons present: 

 

Justin Taylor (Absent)  George Kittle   Lance Peterson 

Robert W. Cantwell III  Christopher Matthews  Bob Boulton 

Kathy LaClair 

 

Alicia Dewey   Ken Knapp   Pam McDowell, TI Sun 

Cindy Grant 

 

Meeting was opened at 5:00 PM by Deputy Supervisor George Kittle, who led the assembly in the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Supervisor Taylor was absent due to his attendance of the North Country Regional Economic 

Development Council meeting in Plattsburgh where the Clayton Hotel project was being presented. 

 

Guests: 

Michael Docteur, Jefferson County Legislator advised the Town Board that the County is still working 

through some of the same issues from the past few months.  Also the budget process has begun 

with Department Heads submitting their requests.  By October 29th, the Legislators will have 

received the budget and will go through line by line.  Legislators are hoping to keep the budget the 

same as last year or possibly lowering. 

 

Legislator Docteur also expressed that the Watertown Airport is doing well and to date is pretty self 

sufficient.  The County is looking to apply for another grant to do an extension of yet another 

runway. 

 

Town Clerk: 

Correspondence: 

� Justice(s) Clarence F. Giles and Clifford James  September monthly report to the NYS 

Comptroller.  (See attachment book.) 

� Notice from the Jefferson County Board of Election:  Local Voter Registration Day will be 

Saturday, October 13th at the Board of Elections Office, Watertown, from 2-9 PM.  (See 

attachment book.) 

� Time Warner Cable- Notice of possible channel expiration of agreement(s).  (See 

attachment book.) 

� Minutes from Depauville Sewer District of 10/3/12 – with recommendation that the 

Town Board remove the single wide bill from the former Cornelia Schnauber property.  

MOTION by Lance Peterson, seconded by Chris Matthews, to remove this billing from 

the Depauville Sewer District.  Taylor-absent.  Motion carried.  (See minute book.) 

� NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation – notice that the Grindstone 

Island Schoolhouse has been listed as of August 14th on the National Register of Historic 

Places.  (See attachment book.) 

� Zoning Enforcement Officer’s, August 2013 Report.  (See attachment book.) 

� Letter of support from Supervisor Taylor to Time Warner Cable’s Connect NY 

Application.  (See attachment book.) 

� Fall issue of Rural Futures received.  (See attachment book.) 



� National Grid – Bi-yearly agreement for Holiday Lighting for Depauville.  MOTION by 

Bob Cantwell III, seconded by Lance Peterson, to authorize the submission of the signed 

agreement.   Taylor – absent.  Motion carried(See attachment book.) 

� Letter requesting permission for fireworks & bonfire for use of Frink Park Dock area on 

12/1/12 after the 6:00 PM Christmas Parade.  Consensus of the Town Board to approve 

the bonfire & fireworks display use.  (See attachment book.) 

� Letter from Jim & Amy LaVancha concerning a proposed gun range.  (See attachment 

book.) 

� Assessor’s Report for October 2012.  (See attachment book.) 

� Letter of notice from Supervisor Taylor, Town of Clayton to Supervisor Rarick, Town of 

Orleans of a copy of a signed petition from property owners at Reed Point for inclusion 

in a water district.  (See attachment book.) 

 

Minutes: 

Motion by Lance Peterson, seconded by Chris Matthews, to accept the minutes of 9/26/12 as 

written.  Taylor-absent.  Motion carried. 

 

Internet Tax System: 

Town Clerk/Tax Collector LaClair explained  an Internet Tax Payment System that she is looking to 

use next year and that is offered through BAS & TaxPro Services.  This would be up and running for 

January 2013. There are still some questions and Mrs. LaClair will continue to look into this offering.  

Consensus of the Town Board to move forward as this would be a great addition to Tax Collection 

and give more options to the Town Constituents for making payments. 

 

Supervisor’s Report & Bank Reconciliations: 

Motion by Bob Cantwell III, seconded by Chris Matthews, to accept the Supervisor’s Report(s) for 

September  2012.  Taylor-absent.  Motion carried. 

 

Bills: 

Motion by Lance Peterson, seconded by Chris Matthews, to approve Abstract #10 in the amount of 

$254,303.03.  Taylor-absent.  Motion carried. 

 

Set Budget Hearing: 

Motion by Bob Cantwell III, seconded by Chris Matthews, to set a public hearing date for October 

24, 2012 at 5 PM for the Preliminary Budget.  Taylor-absent.  Motion carried. 

 

Letter Concerning Proposed Gun Range: 

The Town Board received a letter from Jim & Amy LaVancha about a proposed Gun Range.  This is an 

application that is before the Planning Board.  Consensus of Town Board is to allow the Planning 

Board to address this issue as it falls under their purview. 

 

ATM @ Recreation Park: 

After looking into this request, it is clear that the Township can’t own & operate  an ATM like a 

private vendor can.  It is possible that maybe one of the clubs utilizing the arena may be able to do 

this.  The Town Board TABLED any further discussion until after the Budget Hearing. 

 

Highway Superintendent Report: 



� Paving mostly complete; we’re waiting for the County machine to free up to complete 

our shoulder work. Paving Acct. still has funds let in it. 

� We will be starting to put the trucks together for winter weather. 

� Clean-up in Depauville went well. 

� FEMA Grant looking to pull everything together for a final submission of funds. 

� Changing over to the boom mower. We will be trimming back brush starting next week. 

� We also will be moving back to Elis Road to put in one more pipe and some ditching. 

� Discussion of Dutch Gap, Robinson, and a few other roads being dug up. 

� Discussion of Grindstone Island Landing needing some attention. 

 

Committee Reports: 

Lance Peterson: Chamber of Commerce:  The Car Show had to use the rain dates this year.  Held 

all Saturday events, but had to cancel Sunday’s events due to weather. 

 Had approximately 15 registered for the Soap Box Derby, which went great. 

 The Chamber of Commerce had a couple of issues with Stephens Media Group 

as well as the Clayton Volunteer Fire Department during the events.  Both have 

sent apologies to the Chamber office. 

 Punkin Chunkin is going extremely well.  Chamber has had several inquiries 

about this event and people are still asking to be in the BBQ contest.  

Registration has been closed so the food can be ordered.  All the events are 

going as planned.  You may pre-order the pink pumpkins at the TI Museum at a 

cost of $10.  The Committee continue to meet on a bi-weekly basis with the next 

meeting on October 16th at 4PM at the Municipal Bldg.  They are still looking for 

volunteers to help set up on Oct. 19th, serve food for the BBQ on the 20th and 

help tear down on the 21st.  Anyone can let Councilman Peterson know if they 

would like to help out. 

 Chamber Membership renewal packets and Visitor guide information has been 

sent out.  The deadline for ads for the Clayton Chamber Guide  and the TI 

Council guide is October 12th.  The chamber has been getting several responses 

back and also have received sponsorship and volunteer opportunities with great 

responses.  This will be beneficial in planning the 2013 events. 

 The Fall Banquet is Thursday, October 11th at the C-Way Restaurant.  Make sure 

to RSVP. 

 The Holiday Shoppers Poker Run will be held on November 17th.  The Chamber is 

still looking for volunteers to wrap gifts, and help with registration at O’Brien’s.  

If interested in volunteering contact Councilman Peterson. 

 The TI Arts Center will be hosting BWAT on November 8th from 5-7PM. 

 Recreation Park:  Ice will be ready to skate this coming Sunday, 10/14. 

 Transfer Site:  Mumblings from residents concerning why there isn’t a free drop 

off for Town residents since Depauville residents got a free pickup.  Discussion 

of offering a free drop off for Town Residents at the Transfer Site in the future.  

No date specified and will be discussed with Keith Wood. 

 

Bob Cantwell III: Parking Committee met today.  The Town has five action items plus they will 

draw up an “inventory” map.  The Village has three action items.  The Chamber 

of Commerce will explore options for a “shuttle” from other parking areas to the 

downtown area. 



 TIYLO:  Will be meeting on 10/18 to further discuss a project for a Youth Center.  

There is a potential to use an under used existing building. 

 On Saturday, November 10th, from 1-5 PM at the Zenda Farm Preserve, TIYLO is 

teaming up with the Thousand Islands Land Trust (TILT), Cross Island Farms, the 

Minna Anthony Common Nature Center, and the Clayton Food Co-op to invite 

all to (Com) Post-Halloween 2012.  People are invited to bring their old Jack-O-

Lanterns and smash pumpkins and shred leaves to create compost. 

 November 22, Thanksgiving Day morning at 10AM, you’re invited to participate 

in the Turkey Trot for benefit of the Clayton Food Pantry.  

 On December 7th TIYLO will be hosting the Christmas Ball at the Antique Boat 

Museum. 

 

Public: 

Ken Knapp thought it was a good idea to also give Town people a free day at the Transfer Site since 

the Hamlet of Depauville had benefit of a pick-up day on October 9th.  As for the Frink Property, Mr. 

Knapp  is hoping that the Town gets a number of applications with the deposits attached. 

Cindy Grant inquired if the Town Board had received the letter from Iberdrola that states that they 

will continue with an Article X proceeding to New York State for the Horse Creek Wind Farm 

proposal.  The Board had received the letter. 

 

Motion by Lance Peterson, seconded by Chris Matthews, to adjourn this regular meeting at 5:53 

PM.  Taylor – absent.  Motion carried. 

 

     _____________________________________ 

     Kathleen E. LaClair, Town Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 


