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APPROVED 

JOINT TOWN / VILLAGE OF CLAYTON 

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 1, 2011 

 

 

At 7:02 Chairman Bud Baril opened the regular meeting of the Joint Town / Village of Clayton 

Planning Board with the following members present:  

 

Chairman Bud Baril, Vice Chairman Larry Aubertine, Paul Heckmann, Twyla Webb, Duane 

Hazelton, Ron Duford, Preston Lowe, Alternate John Kehoe. 

 

Others Present:  Zoning Enforcement Officer Henry LaClair, Assistant ZEO / Code 

Enforcement Officer Richard Ingerson, Recording Clerk Susan Kenney 

 

Townspeople Present:  Jerry Gardner, Steve Albright, Cindy Grant, Kien Calhoun, Karen 

Keszler, Jim Kenney. 

 

The minutes from the August meeting were reviewed.  Two minor changes were required for 

clarification.  At 7:03 MOTION was made by Member Paul Heckmann, 2
nd
 by Vice Chairman 

Aubertine, to approve the minutes as amended.  Motion carried. 

 

7:04 --- Village --- Griff’s Redemption, LLC, 728 James St., Clayton, Tax Map No. 20.55-1-

17, in the Business District.  Request to use building as bottle and can redemption center. 

 

Mr. Russell Pope of Griff’s was not available for presentation.  Chairman Baril offered the 

following information:  (1) Chairman Baril had not yet met with Mr. Alexander, the owner of the 

property on James St., to discuss with all interested parties his future plans for the property, since 

Mr. Alexander would not be available until after Labor Day.  (2) Concerning a definition of a 

redemption center, there is no such definition in the current zoning law, so it is being sent to the 

Clayton Zoning Board of Appeals to be addressed at its next meeting on September 19.  (3) As 

Chairman Baril looked at the village law on zoning, the site plan, and prohibited uses in a 

business district (village ordinance 132.69), and further looked at the definition in the ordinance 

of junkyard /salvage yard, it would seem that recyclable cans and bottles are NOT junk; the 

board generally errs in favor of an applicant. 

 

Chairman Baril and ZEO Richard Ingerson had met with the DOT concerning parking at the old 

B&D, and had also looked at parking at the old Clayton Marble Works, and also at the question 

of parking on secondary state roads.  The DOT said that parking on secondary state roads was 

permitted, as long as the village has not prohibited such parking in its own ordinance.   

 

An aerial photo of the site was produced to aid in gaining an overview of the proposed project.  

According to the photo, there are actually two entrances into the property on James St.  The 

Planning Board could look at making one of those the entrance, the other an exit.  If there was to 

be only one driveway, it would certainly have to be wider. 
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At 7:20, MOTION made by Vice Chairman Aubertine, 2
nd
 by Member Lowe, to adjourn the 

hearing to the next meeting of the Planning Board on October 6, at 7:00 p.m. or shortly 

thereafter.   

 

Aye:  Chairman Bud Baril, Vice Chairman Larry Aubertine, Twyla Webb, Paul Heckmann, Ron 

Duford, Preston Lowe, Duane Hazelton.   Nay:  none  Abstain:  none 

 

7:23 --- Town --- John Keszler, 15430 Lovers Lane, Clayton, Tax Map No. 31.06-1-17, 

Agricultural – Rural Residential District.  To locate a dog grooming facility on the site. 

 

Since Ms. Kien Calhoun, daughter of the applicant, had made a presentation at the pre-

conference hearing in the August meeting, no further presentation was needed other than the bare 

facts of the application:  Mr. Keszler wishes to add a 12x28 addition to his garage for a dog 

grooming business.  There is plenty of parking available, and an outside light already installed.  

There were no letters or calls received concerning this application. 

 

Chairman Baril went through the SEQR.  At 7:28 MOTION was made by Vice Chairman 

Aubertine, 2
nd
 by Member Hazelton, to declare this a negative declaration.  Motion was carried.  

MOTION made by Member Lowe, 2
nd
 by Member Webb, to close the public hearing.  Motion 

was carried.  At 7:29, MOTION by Member Heckmann, 2
nd
 by Vice Chairman Aubertine, to 

approve the application. 

 

Aye:  Chairman Bud Baril, Vice Chairman Larry Aubertine, Twyla Webb, Paul Heckmann, Ron 

Duford, Preston Lowe, Duane Hazelton.   Nay:  none  Abstain:  none 

 

7:32 --- Town --- Steven Albright, St. Lawrence Road (County Route 9), Clayton, Tax Map 

No. 42.00-1-49.4, to locate a boat and cabinet shop. 

 

Chairman Baril shared a letter received from Jefferson County concerning this application, 

which stated that the applicant needed a county building permit, and also needed a minimum of 

five parking spaces, not the planned four spaces, due to the size of the proposed business. 

 

Mr. Albright made further presentation of his application.  He currently has no well drilled on the 

property, nor a house, though he proposes to build a house there in the future.  It was noted that 

water has always been a problem in that area. 

 

In the course of his business he will be using solvents of various kinds.  He was asked how he 

proposes to dispose of those solvents, so that they don’t get poured onto the land and thus get 

into the water table.  He was further asked if he has a system for venting fumes.  He is looking at 

dust collectors, and can also use a mask with canisters so that he is not breathing the fumes.  

Also in regard to the solvents, much of the floor will be wood, so that spills will soak into the 

wood and not roll around as they might on a concrete floor. 

 

Chairman Baril went through the SEQR.  At 7:39 MOTION made by Vice Chairman Aubertine,  

2
nd
 by Member Heckmann to declare this a negative declaration.  Motion was carried.  

MOTION was made by Member Lowe, 2
nd
 by Vice Chairman Aubertine, to close the public 
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hearing.  Motion was carried.  At 7:40 MOTION was made by Member Lowe, 2
nd
 by Member 

Webb, to approve the application with the following conditions:  (1) He must expand the parking 

so that there are no less than five parking spaces, with all-weather surfaces; (2) safe practices 

will be used for the handling and disposal of solvents and other hazardous materials. 

 

Aye:  Chairman Bud Baril, Vice Chairman Larry Aubertine, Twyla Webb, Paul Heckmann, Ron 

Duford, Preston Lowe, Duane Hazelton.   Nay:  none  Abstain:  none 

 

7:42 --- Village --- Pre-application conference with Jerry Gardner, 719 James St., Clayton, 

Tax Map No. 20.47-4-3, in the Business District.  To locate an accounting office. 

 

Mr. Gardner did the presentation.  He wishes to establish a CPA firm at the site on James St., 

with one fulltime employee and one “floater” from his Watertown office.  For most of the work, 

they would be going to the clients, and not many people would be picking up their returns at the 

office, so probably there would be no more than two or three cars during the day.  Since he 

would be doing taxes, the office would be busier from January to April. 

 

Chairman Baril went through the SEQR.  At 7:55 MOTION made by Vice Chairman Aubertine, 

2
nd
 by Member Lowe, to set the public hearing for next month, October 6, at 7:00 p.m. or shortly 

thereafter. 

 

Aye:  Chairman Bud Baril, Vice Chairman Larry Aubertine, Twyla Webb, Paul Heckmann, Ron 

Duford, Preston Lowe, Duane Hazelton.   Nay:  none  Abstain:  none 

 

7:58 --- Town --- Thomas M. McCall, 42430 Swiftwater Point (Grindstone Island), Clayton, 

Tax Map No. 12.00-1-23, in the Marine-Residential District.  For a Simple Minor 

Subdivision. 

 

Mr. McCall was not available for presentation.  A generic SEQR is on file.  He is looking for a 

subdivision creating two waterfront lots, both with more than 100 feet of waterfront, and each 

comprising over one acre, over the required 30,000 sq. ft.  There will be a right of way, although 

one is not needed. 

 

At 7:59 MOTION made by Member Duford, 2
nd
 by Member Lowe, to approve the application. 

 

Aye:  Chairman Bud Baril, Vice Chairman Larry Aubertine, Twyla Webb, Paul Heckmann, Ron 

Duford, Preston Lowe, Duane Hazelton.   Nay:  none  Abstain:  none 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Member Paul Heckmann noted, regarding the Griff’s Redemption Center application, that some 

years ago a Mr. Hyde had been denied a permit in the village, but his project had been to recycle 

trash as a transfer site, not just to recycle bottles and cans, and therefore the Board is being 

consistent. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A reminder was given of the upcoming training sessions in Potsdam and at JCC. 
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There is a push to allow small additions to a lot (very small houses or “casitas”) to house seniors 

or other relatives.  As the population gets older, something will need to be done to house our 

seniors.  The question was raised, when the person dies for whom the casita was built, can the 

casita legally be rented to anyone?  The problem lies in the number as well as the size of 

dwellings allowed on a single lot.  Some of the discussed options included fiberglass additions 

that would connect temporarily to the main dwelling but be removed later, and also additions 

connected by narrow walkways or breezeways, although with both the septic systems would 

need to be updated to cope with the increased usage. The state will be coming up with definitions 

at some point in the future.  It was agreed that members of the Board will ask questions about 

this topic at the upcoming workshop at JCC. 

 

There has been one applicant for an alternate member to the Board, a Mr. John Neuffer who has 

recently moved back to the area and has a background in tax assessing.  It was noted that the 

Planning Board does not decide on new members, only makes recommendations to the town and 

village.  The members will consider Mr. Neuffer’s application and qualifications. 

 

Member Heckmann noted that the unveiling of the Frink redevelopment plan will occur around 

the third or fourth week of this month.  The Board members are advised to attend, and to 

consider this as a pre-application conference hearing.  No agreement has been made on land 

prices yet. 

 

At 8:21 MOTION was made by Member Lowe, 2
nd
 by Vice Chairman Aubertine, to adjourn the 

meeting.  Motion was carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Susan Kenney, recording clerk 

 


