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APPROVED 

JOINT TOWN / VILLAGE OF CLAYTON 

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 

January 5, 2012 

 

 

Chairman Bud Baril opened the regular meeting of the Joint Town / Village of Clayton Planning 

Board meeting at 7 pm with the following members present: 

 

Chairman Bud Baril, Vice Chairman Larry Aubertine, Ron Duford , Preston Lowe, Duane 

Hazelton, Alternate John Neuffer sitting in for Ron Duford because Mr. Duford has not been 

sworn in yet, Alternate Brian Jones sitting in for Paul Heckmann.  Absent were Paul Heckmann 

and Alternate John Kehoe. 

 

Others Present:  ZEO Henry LaClair, Assistant ZEO / Code Enforcement Officer Richard 

Ingerson, Recording Clerk Susan Kenney 

 

Townspeople Present:  Lance Peterson, Bill Heyman, James Kenney 

 

The minutes from the December meeting were reviewed.  No corrections were suggested.  At 

7:07 MOTION was made by Larry Aubertine, 2
nd
 by Duane Hazelton, to approve the minutes as 

presented.  The motion was carried, with one abstention (Preston Lowe was unable to vote since 

he had been absent at the December meeting). 

 

7:08 --- Village --- An application by Lance Peterson, 421 Riverside Drive, Clayton, Tax 

Map 20.38-2-22, in the Riverwalk B District to change the use of an existing structure from 

a Laundromat to a Restaurant.  

 

Chairman Baril read a letter from the Jefferson County Planning Board concerning this 

application.  The County Planning Board had no overt problems with the application, but wanted 

the town/village planning board to be sure that all zoning requirements were met, particularly in 

regards to Article 13 of the village code (referring to the Riverwalk District); that the issue of 

signs was addressed, since nothing was mentioned in the application; and that the building 

should be ADA-compliant.  

 

Lance Peterson did the presenting of information.  He said that, as the current lessee of the 

building, he was aware of the need for various repairs and renovations both inside and outside 

the building.  He intends to improve the general looks of the building in the process of repairs 

and renovations.  He is planning on putting a 4-foot awning in the front of the building.  The 

general color scheme will be red and gold, nothing gaudy.  The only signage planned (this in 

answer to the county’s letter) is some lettering on the awning valance and some lettering in one 

of the front windows. 

 

Mr. Peterson anticipates that the business will be open for the hours of 11-8 or 11-9, from May to 

November, with the possibility of staying open longer.  He plans on employing two fulltime staff 
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and three part-time staff.  He had hoped to get some funding from a Main Street Grant, but had 

been denied. 

 

In answer to the funding from the Main Street Grant, Chairman Baril, who is on the committee 

disbursing the funds for Clayton, said that if currently chosen projects do not happen, the 

committee will be reviewing other applicants, so there is a chance Mr. Peterson might get that 

funding after all.  Chairman Baril also noted that the village zoning ordinance is still being 

revamped. 

 

A question was brought up about parking for the employees.  Mr. Peterson asserted that his 

employees would not be parking on Riverside Drive, so as to leave those parking spaces clear for 

customers and tourists.  Chairman Baril noted that other employers along Riverside Dr. need to 

work on finding alternate parking spaces for their employees other than those on Riverside Dr. 

 

Mr. Peterson, in answer to another question, said that he would probably not have any tables 

right on the sidewalk, under the awning; his plan is for two decorative benches.  He also 

mentioned that he may be considering the possibility of a pick-up window. 

 

It was noted that in regards to the LWRP, this business would not be right on the water, so it is 

not a water-dependent use, but rather a water-enhanced use, since customers would be able to 

just cross the street to look at the river. 

 

Another question was brought up concerning exterior lighting.  There is no exterior lighting there 

now, and Mr. Peterson hadn’t thought about it.  His initial reaction was to say that he would 

likely not add any more.  There is a street light in the immediate vicinity.  Mr. Peterson was told 

that if he does install exterior lighting, it needs to be downcast and aimed inward at the building. 

 

Mr. Peterson was informed that because of the size of the business, he would need to install a 

second bathroom.  There was some discussion as to where a second bathroom might be placed.  

He also might have to do more fireproofing in the kitchen than he had originally planned; more 

information would be needed to determine just how much he needed to fireproof.  In regard to 

waste disposal, a dumpster is already in place in the back of the building, and is naturally 

screened. 

 

At 7:36, Chairman Baril did the short form SEQR.  MOTION to declare this a negative 

declaration was made by Preston Lowe, 2
nd
 by Larry Aubertine.  Motion was carried.  MOTION 

to close the public hearing was made by Larry Aubertine, 2
nd
 by Brian Jones.  Motion was 

carried. 

 

At 7:40, MOTION was made by Duane Hazelton, 2
nd
 by John Neuffer, to approve the 

application since it complies with the LWRP and other zoning ordinance. 

 

Aye:  Chairman Baril, Vice Chairman Aubertine, Preston Lowe, Duane Hazelton, Brian Jones, 

John Neuffer.   

Nay:   none   Abstain: none   Absent:  Paul Heckmann 
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OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Some questions were brought up about previous applications that had been approved but not yet 

acted upon. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Chairman Baril gave a brief rundown on what has been happening with the Traffic and Parking 

Committee, of which he is a part.  The committee had determined the number of actual parking 

spaces between Webb and James Streets, and the municipal building and Riverside Dr. (397).  

They plan to increase spaces at the municipal parking lot by repainting the lines.  They also 

looked at other lots at the school, the Lions’ field, etc.  The committee is now looking at how to 

enhance walkability in the village. 

 

One of the committee’s goals is to decide how to better move people with more safety.  A 

question was brought up as to how to lower vehicular speed in pursuit of that goal.  Merely 

lowering the speed limit with signs would not work.  Instead the committee is looking at ways to 

make it more difficult for people to speed, such as controlling traffic, or temporary speed bumps.  

One of the problems with lowering speed limits is that the “Loop” (Webb St., Route 12 between 

Webb St. and James St., James Street from Route 12 to Riverside Dr., and Riverside Dr.) is 

controlled by the State, so the Village cannot alter speed limits on those streets without State 

approval. 

 

In the spring, there will be back-in parking instituted at the boat museum.  The new spaces, at 10 

feet, will be wider than current parking spaces, at 8 feet.  If the experiment doesn’t work, the 

spaces can always be repainted. 

 

The committee is looking at ways to add parking without too much inconvenience or cost, at 

least to begin with.  The goal is to have improved parking and traffic flow by 2014.  Included in 

this is improving enforcement of parking time limits, to make both visitors and locals comply. 

 

The planning board needs to begin to look at the LWRP (not law yet) to make it line up with the 

incoming hotel. 

 

At 8:05 MOTION was made by Larry Aubertine, 2
nd
 by Preston Lowe, to adjourn the meeting.  

Motion was carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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Susan Kenney, Recording Clerk 


