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APPROVED 

JOINT TOWN / VILLAGE OF CLAYTON 

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 

February 2, 2012 

 

 

Chairman Bud Baril opened the regular meeting of the Joint Town / Village of Clayton Planning 

Board meeting at 7:02 pm with the following members present: 

 

Chairman Bud Baril, Vice Chairman Larry Aubertine, Ron Duford , Preston Lowe, Duane 

Hazelton, Paul Heckmann, Brian Jones (new member), Alternate John Neuffer, new Alternate 

Doug Rogers.  Absent was Alternate John Kehoe. 

 

Others Present:  ZEO Henry LaClair, Assistant ZEO / Code Enforcement Officer Richard 

Ingerson, Recording Clerk Susan Kenney 

 

Townspeople Present:  Cindy Grant, Amy Getman, Joe Getman, Dave Heinrich, Jim Kenney 

 

The minutes from the January meeting were reviewed.  Minor corrections were made.  At 7:09 

MOTION was made by Larry Aubertine, 2
nd
 by Ron Duford, to approve the minutes as 

amended.  Motion was carried with one abstention (Paul Heckmann abstained since he was not 

present at the January meeting. 

 

A brief reminder was given of the upcoming local government conference in March at JCC.  All 

were encouraged to go, and reminded that tomorrow was the deadline for submitting an 

application. 

 

7:14 --- Town --- Pre-application Hearing for Joseph and Amy Getman, 37774 NYS Rte. 

12E, Clayton, Tax Map #19.19-1-11, in the Agricultural-Rural Residential District.  

Requesting a site plan review for using the property for a motel as temporary residences. 

 

Amy Getman did the presenting.  They have about seven acres on Rte. 12E heading toward Cape 

Vincent and are looking at erecting some cabins or cottages for temporary residences.  They plan 

on starting with just two cabins and will add more later.    When questioned about the septic, Ms. 

Getman said that they are trying to tie into the sewer line that runs out that way; if they can’t tie 

in, they will get a septic system installed on the property.  It was noted that the sewer line, 

outside the village, is on a forced main, so tying in might be a problem.  But the River 

Community Church was thought to be tied into the forced main, so Ms. Getman was encouraged 

to talk to the church about the process they went through to tie in. 

 

Ms. Getman asserted that if one person can tap in, more should be able to.  There is room to 

develop out in their neighborhood.  If they are forced to install their own septic system, they 

were encouraged to put in a large enough system for future expansion, to lessen costs down the 

road.  The leach field for the system will probably be in the back of the lot, where there is some 

dirt; the rest of the lot is flat bedrock. 
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The Getmans are still trying to decide if the cabins will be two- or three-bedroom.  The office 

will be the same style building as the cabins, with a bathroom.  The Getmans will put in a new 

gravel drive for the cabins.  They have already spoken to DOT regarding this, and will be 

speaking with DOT more.  For around the cabins, there will be no blasting, but fill will be 

brought in.  This will be for strictly short-term habitation, no longer than two weeks, and no 

long-term “permanent” habitation; this fits into Agricultural-Rural Residential zoning. 

 

The property is bordered with trees, blocking views from the outside, so it is naturally buffered.  

It is just across the street from what used to be Pelow’s Trailer Park, which had 10-12 trailers. 

 

ZEO LaClair brought out that they will have to notify the Department of Health, and also submit 

to Jefferson County a more complete site plan than what the Planning Board now has.  In order 

to have the public hearing in March, the County needs to receive the new, complete site plan no 

later than February 15.  The complete site plan will need floor plans for the proposed cabins, 

including the larger ones even if they won’t be put in right away.  The site plan will also need an 

engineered plan with drainage, proposed sewer hook-in, land contours, etc. 

 

The question was brought up of whether the Getmans could legally have their personal residence 

on this same property.  ZEO LaClair affirmed that two uses (a residence and a motel) were all 

right for a single property as long as there was enough space on the lot for both uses, and enough 

road frontage.  Since this property was originally two lots, with the residence on one lot and the 

space for the proposed motel on the other, there is enough room for both uses. 

 

It was brought out that this is not a campground but a motel, which can have either attached or 

detached units, so it meets the size and frontage requirements. 

 

The Board agreed that this looks like a good, desirable project.  The Getmans will need to work 

on the septic, to see if they can tie in to the sewer lines or must install their own system, and 

must also get engineered plans. 

 

At 7:50 Chairman Baril did a short-form SEQR.  At 7:51 MOTION to declare this a negative 

declaration was made by Vice Chairman Aubertine, 2
nd
 by Brian Jones.   

 

Aye:  Bud Baril, Larry Aubertine, Paul Heckmann, Ron Duford, Preston Lowe, Duane Hazelton, 

Brian Jones 

Nay:  none    Abstain:  none    Absent:  none 

 

At 7:52 MOTION to request to be the lead agency in the project was made by Preston Lowe, 2
nd
 

by Duane Hazelton. 

 

Aye:  Bud Baril, Larry Aubertine, Paul Heckmann, Ron Duford, Preston Lowe, Duane Hazelton, 

Brian Jones 

Nay:  none    Abstain:  none    Absent:  none 

 

A public hearing was set for March 1, 2012, at 7:00 p.m. or shortly thereafter. 
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7:53 --- Town --- Pre-Application Hearing for Granite Springs, LLC, between 38054 and 

38068 NYS Rte. 12E, Clayton, Tax Map #19.20-1-66, in the Agricultural-Rural Residential 

District.  Request for a site plan review to use the property for a self-storage facility. 

 

Dave Heinrich, president of Granite Springs, did the presenting.  He said the property has a 

driveway leading back to about an acre to use for the facility.  He plans on erecting a 100x40 

pole barn for storage of boats and the like, with skirt-offs on either side for storage units.  The 

planned colors would blend in with the property and neighborhood. 

 

It was noted that NYS DOT requests a minimum 24-foot driveway and other specifications.  In 

an earlier application for this same property, there had been a problem with the end of the 

driveway being on a curve, but now this shouldn’t be a problem, since there will be less traffic 

going in and out, and also the driveway is on the right side of the curve for good visibility in both 

directions. 

 

Chairman Baril explained that this is a “flag lot,” meaning that the front end of the lot is not 

measured on the road, but where the lot begins to widen out.  This proposed use will also require 

engineered plans and a site plan.  He also noted that right now the water drains to the front of the 

lot, so that will need to be fixed so the water drains to the rear.  Another problem is that there is 

no buffer on the driveway for the house to the northeast (?) of the driveway; there will need to be 

buffers to keep the lights from the facility from the house.  The suggestion was to talk to that 

house owner and see what would be best for him. 

 

There would be lights for nighttime; Granite Springs would need to be sure those lights are not 

bothering the neighbors.  A suggestion was made to consider little lights under the eaves of the 

building. 

 

In the rear of the lot is an old quarry.  A question was asked about whether the quarry would 

need to be reclaimed; the response was that if it hasn’t been reclaimed by now, reclamation 

would probably not be demanded.  It was also noted that the water in the quarry pit is not really 

deep and is sometimes dry.  The quarry is all open, not gated nor fenced. 

 

The question was asked if there will be an office on-site.  Mr. Heinrich said that perhaps one of 

the side units would be so used, in which case there would have to be bathroom facilities for the 

office on-site.  In regards to buffering, since some of the property will have to be leveled, some 

of that might be used to push up a small berm between the building and the property in front.   

Details of the signage will be included in the final site plan.   

 

At 8:16, the public hearing was set for March 1, for 7:00 p.m. or shortly thereafter. 

 

At 8:17 a letter was read concerning when the suspension for the wind application would 

actually end.  It ends one year after the town either rejects or adopts amendments, so probably in 

August 2012. 

 

8:19 --- Town --- Chris Matthews subdivision. 
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Mr. Matthews was not available for presenting.    It was noted that on islands, the front property 

line is established at the high water mark, not at the shoreline or in the water.  In the original 

application, the lot was too small to subdivide.   Since then, Mr. Matthews has bought another 

lot, so now his property is large enough to subdivide so that each new lot has a minimum of 

30,000 sq. ft. 

 

There is a generic SEQR on file.  Member Brian Jones was recused from the vote since he has an 

interest in the property (designing Mr. Matthews’s house), so Alternate John Neuffer sat in for 

Mr. Jones on this vote. 

 

At 8:24 MOTION was made by Duane Hazelton, 2
nd
 by John Neuffer (sitting in for Brian 

Jones), to approve the subdivision. 

 

Aye:  Bud Baril, Larry Aubertine, Paul Heckmann, Ron Duford, Preston Lowe, Duane Hazelton, 

John Neuffer (sitting in for Brian Jones) 

Nay:  none  Abstain:  none       Absent:  none  Recused:  Brian Jones 

 

At 8:27 MOTION to adjourn the meeting was made by Preston Lowe, 2
nd
 by Paul Heckmann.  

The motion was carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Kenney, Recording Clerk 

 


