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APPROVED 

JOINT TOWN / VILLAGE OF CLAYTON 

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 

AUGUST 4, 2011 

 

At 7:05 Chairman Bud Baril opened the regular meeting of the Joint Town / Village of Clayton 

Planning Board with the following members present: 

 

Chairman Bud Baril, Vice Chairman Larry Aubertine, Paul Heckmann, Twyla Webb, Duane Hazelton, 

Ron Duford, Preston Lowe.    (Absent:  Alternate John Kehoe) 

 

Others Present:  Assistant ZEO/Code Enforcement Officer Richard Ingerson, Recording Clerk Susan 

Kenney 

 

Townspeople Present:  Richard Boyanski, Janell Matthews, Cindy Grant, Kien Calhoun, Karen c. 

Keszler, Jason Clement, Trisha Clement, Lori Arnot 

 

The minutes from the July meeting were reviewed.  One minor change was requested for clarification.  

At 7:07 MOTION was made by Vice Chairman Aubertine, 2
nd
 by Member Hazelton, to approve the 

minutes as amended.  Motion carried. 

 

7:09 --- Village --- Griff’s Redemption, LLC, 728 James St., Clayton, Tax Map No. 20.55-1-17, in 

the Business District.  Request to use building as bottle and can redemption center. 

 

Mr. Russell Pope was not available for presentation due to a family emergency.  Townsperson Richard 

Boyanski, whose house is near the proposed redemption center, expressed concern that rats and flies 

and other vermin will be attracted to the refuse from the redemption center.  He is concerned with 

cleanliness and the looks of the place.  He noted that the neighborhood had experienced such a 

problem with rats et al. due to a previous business in the neighborhood. 

 

It was noted by Vice Chairman Aubertine that Griff’s other sites in Watertown seem very well kept up; 

Code Enforcement Officer Ingerson noted that according to the previous meetings with Mr. Pope, 

Griff’s representative, there won’t be cans or bottles left outside.  Chairman Baril reminded that when 

a site plan is made, the Board is well able to make conditions, which could include maintaining the 

cleanliness of the site. 

 

Going over the application it was noted that Mr. Pope is not the owner of the property; Mr. Alexander 

is the owner.  The painting and clean-up of the building is not proceeding as quickly as it should, and 

Mr. Alexander needs to expedite the process. 

 

The issue of parking and traffic flow was addressed.  Currently the driveway is only one lane, which is 

a problem when cars are coming in and out at the same time.  More room needs to be made for ingoing 

and outgoing traffic.  Also, more parking spaces are needed, as well as room for maneuverability in the 

lot. 

 

One Board member declared that there needs to be a overview of the project as an entirety, someone 

who will look at the building to make sure everything is all right.  Another Board member asserted that 

such an action was not under the Planning Board’s jurisdiction. 
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It was brought out that someone else is now looking at the other half of the building.  The question was 

asked, should the Board now be looking at both projects together?  For instance, Griff’s was looking at 

locating their dumpster on the other end of the building from their usage, but how would that affect 

any potential renter of the other half?  The narrowness of the driveway and problems with outgoing 

traffic coming up onto James St. also need to be addressed as conditions in the site plan, particularly 

with regards to potential multiple occupants of the building. 

 

Member Duford noted that James St. is a state road, and legally there shouldn’t be any parking along 

it, unlike the current situation.  The Department of Transportation had been contacted by a letter sent 

July 12
th
, but no reply had been received yet. 

 

Another neighbor of the property in question, Ms. Lori Arnot, spoke concerning the proposed 

redemption center.  She is opposed to it on the grounds that the site will be unclean, and the driving 

situation will become untenable. 

 

Member Duford said he is of the opinion that under the Village zoning ordinance (132.69), can and 

bottle redemption centers are a prohibited use in the Business district. 

 

Chairman Baril read a letter from the Jefferson County Department of Planning.  In the letter, it was 

noted that a New York State work permit is required, and that the local Board needs to make sure that 

the application meets all requirements of local law.  Various members agreed that the town attorney 

should be consulted concerning the strict definition of the local law, in particular ordinance 132.69, 

concerning the prohibited uses. 

 

At 7:40 MOTION made by Vice Chairman Aubertine, 2
nd
 by Member Webb, to adjourn this public 

hearing until the next meeting, September 1, 2011, at 7:00 p.m. or shortly thereafter, at which point a 

legal definition of the pertinent ordinance should be available. 

 

Aye:  Chairman Bud Baril, Vice Chairman Larry Aubertine, Paul Heckmann, Twyla Webb, Ron 

Duford, Duane Hazelton, Preston Lowe            Nay: none          Abstain: none 

 

7:43 --- Linda Blake, Pelo Road, Clayton, Tax Map No. 30.00-2-30.231, in the Agricultural-Rural 

Residential District.  Simple Subdivision. 

 

Ms. Blake was not present to make a presentation.  A generic SEQR is on file.  All subdivided lots 

would be conforming as shown.  The application notes an easement through Lot #1, but the photo 

provided by the applicant shows the easement going through Lot #3.  The Board expressed a need to 

see a survey map to know accurately where the easement is.  Also, a question was brought up as to 

whether it was actually a legal easement, or misnamed. 

 

At 7:49, MOTION made by Vice Chairman Aubertine, 2
nd
 by Member Duford, to grant preliminary 

approval as long as a survey map shows more accurately where the easement is located. 

 

Aye:  Chairman Bud Baril, Vice Chairman Larry Aubertine, Paul Heckmann, Twyla Webb, Ron 

Duford, Duane Hazelton, Preston Lowe            Nay: none          Abstain: none 

 

7:50 --- Donald Koenke, 12283 County Route 9, Clayton, Tax Map No. 41.00-2-3.2, in the 

Agricultural-Residential District.  Simple Subdivision. 
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No applicant was present to make a presentation.  A generic SEQR is on file.   

 

At 7:51 MOTION made by Member Lowe, 2
nd
 by Vice Chairman Aubertine to approve the 

application. 

 

Aye:  Chairman Bud Baril, Vice Chairman Larry Aubertine, Paul Heckmann, Twyla Webb, Ron 

Duford, Duane Hazelton, Preston Lowe            Nay: none          Abstain: none 

 

7:52 --- Pre-conference application for dance studio to be housed in old Clayton Marble building, 

728 James St., Clayton, Tax Map No. 20.55-1-17, in the Business District. 

 

Mrs. Trisha Clement did the presentation.  She currently teaches dancing lessons, renting space at the 

Knights of Columbus.  Many of her students are school children, and the location on James St. would 

be ideal, being just across the street from the school and quite accessible for after-school sessions.  She 

has held discussions with the owner, Mr. Alexander, concerning the possibility of expanding the 

parking area and putting in crushed stone and gravel. 

 

When asked how many cars could be expected in the parking lot at any one time, she estimated 

between five and ten.  Her hours of operation are currently after school and in some evenings; she 

hopes in the new location to expand to preschool sessions and to have more daytime hours. 

 

Code Enforcement Officer Ingerson asserted that it would be most efficient to have both applicants for 

the site, as well as the owner, come in together, to discuss such issues as the placement of the dumpster 

(Mrs. Clement being unaware of Griff’s proposal to place the dumpster at the end of the building she 

would be renting).  Mr. Ingerson added that health department approval would be needed for 

bathrooms to be installed at the dance studio end, and also that the dance studio would need some 

engineering because of its usage. 

 

It was decided by the Board to hear Mrs. Clement’s application for the dance studio at the next 

planning board meeting on September 1, 2011, and that Mr. Pope and Mr. Alexander should be there 

as well. 

 

8:10 --- Pre-conference application for John Keszler, 15430 Lovers Lane, Clayton, Tax Map No. 

31.06-1-17, Agricultural – Rural Residential District.  To locate a dog grooming facility on the 

site. 

 

Ms. Kien Calhoun, daughter of the applicant, did the presentation.  She proposes a 12x28 ft. expansion 

on the existing garage for a small dog grooming business, probably no more than one dog at a time; 

there would be no overnight boarding.  According to her research, she does not need a license for such 

a business; she does have a dog grooming certificate from a school in New York City. 

 

At 8:15 MOTION made by Member Heckmann, 2
nd
 by Member Webb, to set the public hearing for 

next month’s meeting, September 1, 2011. 

 

Aye:  Chairman Bud Baril, Vice Chairman Larry Aubertine, Paul Heckmann, Twyla Webb, Ron 

Duford, Duane Hazelton, Preston Lowe            Nay: none          Abstain: none 

 

8:16 --- Pre-conference application for Steven Albright, St. Lawrence Road (County Route 9), 

Clayton, Tax Map No. 42.00-1-49.4, to locate a boat and cabinet shop. 
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Mr. Albright was not available to make a presentation due to a family emergency.  According to the 

application, he has ten acres near the intersection of County Route 9 and State Route 12.  He wishes to 

begin a business making boats, cabinets, and other woodworked items.   

 

Member Lowe brought out the question of available water on the site.  Previous owners of that and 

nearby property had not been able to find adequate well water.  Code Enforcement Officer Ingerson 

said that he would be talking with the applicant, and would bring up the possibility of using cisterns if 

adequate well water could not be located. 

 

At 8:24, MOTION made by Vice Chairman Aubertine, 2
nd
 by Member Lowe, to set the public hearing 

for next month’s meeting, on September 1, 2011. 

 

Aye:  Chairman Bud Baril, Vice Chairman Larry Aubertine, Paul Heckmann, Twyla Webb, Ron 

Duford, Duane Hazelton, Preston Lowe              Nay: none          Abstain: none 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

At 8:28, Member Duford brought to the Board’s attention an ongoing problem in the Village, where 

fences, buildings, etc., are set right on property lines, or in isolated cases over the line, and 

consequently proper maintenance of these structures is sometimes curtailed.  As a case in point, he 

introduced Mrs. Janell Matthews, who recently had a fence put along the edge of her property.  She 

had instructed the company to place the fence two feet from the property line, but found later that the 

fence was placed only six inches from the line.  Her neighbors on that side will not permit her to step 

on their property so that she can stain the fence to make it last longer.  Member Duford noted that this 

is a fairly common problem in the village, and he proposes that the Village consider fixing the current 

zoning ordinance to cover such issues. 

 

Code Enforcement Officer Ingerson stated that people have the right to maintain their own property, 

and that this should rightfully be a civil matter, where a person could be sued civilly for trespassing. 

 

Various members of the Board suggested to Mrs. Matthews that she consult with the Village Board, 

talk to Mayor Norma Zimmer, or talk to Village Clerk-Treasurer Geneva Miller concerning similar 

incidents in the past. 

 

 

A reminder was made to put senior housing on the Planning Board agenda. 

 

At 8:43 MOTION was made by Member Lowe, 2
nd
 by Vice Chairman Aubertine, to adjourn the 

meeting.  Motion was carried. 


