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APPROVED 
TOWN/VILLAGE OF CLAYTON 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

JULY 19, 2010 
 
 
 
Board Members present:  Jim Kenney, Dave Storandt, Harold Carpenter, Les Drake, Darrel 
Hayes, Alternate Dale Maclaughlin 
 
Others present:  Zoning Enforcement Officer Henry LaClair, Clerk Janet Sullins 
 
Townspeople present:  Rob Campany, Thomas R. Haruff, Jr., Vivian Vergin, Suzanne Kittle, 
Augusta Withington, Norma Zimmer, Kevin Kittle 
 
At 7:00, Vice-Chairman Harold Carpenter opened the meeting of the Joint Town and Village of 
Clayton Zoning Board of Appeals.  He asked Alternate Board Member Dale Maclaughlin to sit 
in for Chairman Jim Kenney for the purpose of reviewing the previous month’s minutes.  Upon 
review, MOTION made by Board Member Dave Storandt, 2nd by Board Member Les Drake to 
approve the minutes as written.  Motion carried.  Board Member Darrel Hayes abstained as he 
was absent from the last meeting.    
 
Village --- Vivian Vergin, 532 James Street, Tax Map No. 20.46-2-59, in the Neighborhood 
Residential District.  Public Hearing for Special Use Permit to Use First Floor of House as 
Professional Office. 
 
At 7:03, Chairman Kenney arrived and conducted Part I of SEQR.  He then opened the Public 
Hearing.  Mr. Rob Campany of Fourth Coast spoke to the Board.  He said that he had tried to 
find a more suitable location in the business district, but was unsuccessful.  He didn’t anticipate a 
lot of traffic, as there isn’t much at their present location.  He would like to put a sign in front 
similar to one at a nearby business, but ZEO LaClair said that a building-mounted sign is all that 
is allowed in the residential district, under home occupation guidelines.   
 
Speaking in support of the proposal were Supervisor Justin Taylor, for the Town of Clayton, 
Mayor Norma Zimmer, for the Village of Clayton, Thomas Haruff, a neighbor, and Vivian 
Vergin, the owner of the property that Fourth Coast wishes to purchase.  Mrs. Vergin said she 
has had difficulty sustaining ownership of the property, which is currently an apartment building, 
an allowed use in the residential district.  She has apartments leased, but they do not generate 
enough revenue to cover expenses.  For a use variance, hardship must be proven, and the State 
requires hard evidence to that effect, which had not been presented.  The Board proceeded with 
the finding of facts to consider whether the other necessary criteria were met before deciding to 
adjourn the public hearing to a later date, to give the applicant time to gather the required 
evidence to prove hardship.  MOTION made by Board Member Drake, 2nd by Board Member 
Hayes to declare this an unlisted action.  Motion carried.   
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Chairman Kenney said there were several letters of support, but since they were all the same or 
similar, he read only one, but gave the names of the other supporters.   They were: Catherine and 
Thomas Haruff, Mike and Amanda Bickford, Vivian Black, Jean Schafer, Linda Garnsey and 
Terry and Laurel Jetty.   The Jefferson County Planning Board sent a letter saying it is of local 
concern only, but their advisory comments cautioned that conditions for a use variance must be 
met. 
 
At 8:40, MOTION made by Board Member Storandt, 2nd by Vice-Chairman Carpenter to 
adjourn this public hearing until 7:00 at special meeting to be held on August 2, 2010.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Village --- Irvine Trust, 260 Swart Avenue, Tax Map No. 20.47-5-21, in the Resort Single-
Family Residential District.  Public Hearing for an Area Variance to Site a Deck. 
 
Suzanne Kittle, daughter of Ruth Irvine (deceased), was present.  She said that she wished to put 
a deck on the side of the house.  While it could have been put on the other side without requiring 
a variance, she wished to put it on the side with the river view.  There were a few questions about 
the measurements, but it was determined they were correct.  With no letters or public present 
against the application, at 8:45 Chairman Kenney asked for a motion to declare this a Type II 
Action.  MOTION made by Board Member Drake, 2nd by Board Member Hayes.  Motion 
carried.  MOTION made by Board Member Storandt, 2nd by Vice-Chairman Carpenter to close 
the Public Hearing.  Motion carried.  He then proceeded with the finding of facts.  At 8:55, 
MOTION made by Board Member Drake, 2nd by Board Member Storandt to approve the 
application. 
 
Aye:  Jim Kenney, Les Drake, Dave Storandt, Harold Carpenter, Darrel Hayes 
Nay:  None                             Absent:  None                                      Abstain:  None 
 
The Board affixed their signatures. 
 
With no other business arising, at 9:00, MOTION made by Board Member Drake, 2nd by Board 
Member Storandt to adjourn this regular meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Janet M. Sullins 
Recording Clerk 
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