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APPROVED
JOINT TOWN / VILLAGE OF CLAYTON

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES
AUGUST 7, 2008

At 7:00 P.M., Chairman Baril opened the regular meeting of the Joint Town / Village of
Clayton Planning Board with the following members present:

Bud Baril, Paul Heckmann, Larry Aubertine, John Kehoe, Ron Duford, and Preston
Lowe

Others present: ZEO Henry LaClair, Assistant ZEO/Code Enforcement Officer Richard
Ingerson. and Recording Clerk Janet Sullins

Townspeople present: Harry Slate, Eileen Slate, Robert Meeks, Jr., Angela Meeks,
Daren Morgan, Bill Heyman, Cindy Grant, John Buker, John LaRue

Chairman Baril read a letter of resignation from Alternate Board Member John Summers
to the Board. Mr. Summers will be managing the Canoe Museum in Peterborough,
Ontario. Clerk Janet Sullins had distributed copies of a letter that Chairman Baril had
directed her to write to Mr. Summers in response, thanking him for his service. Ch. Baril
also discussed the other letter he directed her to write to the Town and Village Boards,
asking for direction in filling the vacancy.

Chairman Baril then invited comments on the minutes of the July 3, 2008 meeting. None
being, he then asked for a motion to approve the minutes as written. MOTION by Board
Member John Kehoe, 2nd by Vice-Chairman Larry Aubertine. Motion carried.

7:10 --- Town --- Robert and Angela Meeks, Co Rte 9, Tax Map No. 42.00-1-34, in
the Agricultural Rural-Residential District. Approve Simple Minor Subdivision

The Board reviewed the submitted plans. With a generic SEQR on file and no opposition
to the plans, MOTION made by Board Member Ron Duford, 2nd by Vice-Chairman
Aubertine to accept the request for the subdivision.

Aye: Bud Baril, Larry Aubertine, John Kehoe, Paul Heckmann, Ron Duford and Preston
Lowe
Nay: None Absent: John Eppolito, Gail Richardson Abstain: None

7:12 --- William and Mary Heyman, 12563 Reinman Lane, Tax Map No. 19.20-1-
33.1, in the Marine-Residential District. Consider Simple Minor Subdivision

The variance having been approved by the Zoning Board on July 21, Chairman Baril
asked Mr. Heyman to point out on the larger map the rights-of-way between the
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properties to the Board. With a generic SEQR on file and no opposition to the plans,
MOTION made by Board Member John Kehoe, 2nd by Vice-Chairman Aubertine to
approve the subdivision.

Aye: Bud Baril, Larry Aubertine, John Kehoe, Paul Heckmann, Ron Duford and Preston
Lowe
Nay: None Absent: John Eppolito, Gail Richardson Abstain: None

7:15 --- Village --- John Buker, 650 James St., Tax Map Nos. 20.46-3-35 & 36, in the
Business District. Reconvene Public Hearing for Site Plan Review (SPR) to replace
convenience store

Chairman Baril opened the Public Hearing, inviting public comment. None being
present, Chairman Baril read a letter from the Zoning Board of Appeals suggesting that,
if the Planning Board grants approval of the project, a condition be placed upon it that
Mr. Buker combine all the parcels by deed. Mr. Buker interjected that that is in process
with his lawyers. Chairman Baril asked for a motion to complete Part II of SEQR and
find facts. MOTION made By Vice-Chairman Aubertine, 2nd by Board Member Kehoe.
Motion carried. Chairman Baril then asked for a motion to make this a negative
declaration. MOTION made by Vice-Chairman Aubertine, 2nd by Board Member Kehoe

Aye: Bud Baril, Larry Aubertine, Paul Heckmann, John Kehoe, Preston Lowe, Ron
Duford

Nay: None Absent: John Eppolito, Gail Richardson Abstain: None

At 7:20, Chairman Baril asked for a motion to close the Public Hearing. MOTION made
by Board Member Preston Lowe, 2nd by Board Member Kehoe. Motion carried.

Much discussion between the Board and Mr. Buker as to the particulars of the final
appearance of the site and what conditions would be placed on him in order to be granted
approval. Mr. Buker went to the meeting with Jefferson County, and they approved the
site plan upon the issues of egress, drainage, landscaping and lighting being resolved.
Chairman Baril read a letter from the county regarding those issues. He then said that he
had also met with Mr. Buker after business hours to be sure the lighting would not be too
bright. Board Member Lowe said he had also visited the site at night and found the same.
The previous owners apparently had lighting that was much brighter.

There was also a discussion as to what kind of signage would be allowed. Mr. Buker
pointed out what he would like, but he will have to go before the Zoning Board of
Appeals to consider his requests. ZEO LaClair said that they would need a sign proposal
from Mr. Buker, as there are new sign ordinances in the Village. The Board would allow
the corner sign to be grandfathered in, but it cannot be changed to be a sign with moving
LED messages, only static.
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At 8:15, Chairman Baril asked for a MOTION to approve the project with the following
conditions:

1 – Extend the buffer on the west side using upright arborvitae from the end of the
proposed solid fence to within a spot where one can walk between the house and the
shrubberies, with approximately four feet between each planting. The trees on the north
side shall be planted to allow for a line of sight for drivers and for pedestrian traffic.
These trees need not be as high as those on the west side.

2 – If allowed by NYS Department of Transportation, for there to be three (3) ornamental
trees on their easement on James Street. It is suggested for these trees to be ornamental,
i.e. crabapples, so that their growth would not impede power lines.

3 – The three (3) overhead streetlights shall not be higher than present lighting nor be of
higher wattage. Mr. Buker will find out what wattage is currently being used and report
back to the Planning Board, to be included in the record.

4 – The gas pump island lights shall not be of higher wattage than what is currently being
used.

5 – The applicant acknowledges that he will have the properties, tax map numbers 20.46-
3-35 and 20.46-3-36 joined by deed.

At 8:15, MOTION made by Board Member Duford, 2nd by Board Member Kehoe to
approve the request with the above-mentioned conditions.

Aye: Bud Baril, Larry Aubertine, Paul Heckmann, John Kehoe, Ron Duford, Preston
Lowe
Nay: None Absent: John Eppolito, Gail Richardson Abstain: None

8:20 ---Village --- Jan and Maureen Brabant, 1011 State Street, Tax Map Nos.
20.62-1-14.232 & 14.21 in the Marine Development District. Reconvene Public
Hearing for Site Plan Review to alter an existing Site Plan to erect two structures
and relocate an existing structure

Mr. Brabant could not be present, but the Board is able to continue the process, as the
SEQR was completed at the last meeting on June 3. The Board reviewed the site plan
and map, then Chairman Baril asked for a motion to accept the request. MOTION made
by Board Member Lowe, 2nd by Vice-Chairman Aubertine to approve the request by Mr.
Brabant.

Aye: Bud Baril, Larry Aubertine, John Kehoe, Paul Heckmann, Ron Duford and Preston
Lowe
Nay: None Absent: John Eppolito, Gail Richardson Abstain: None
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8:25 --- Town --- Mary Dial, NYS Rte 12E, Tax Map No. 30.00-2-52.1 in the
Agricultural-Rural Residential District. Consider Simple Minor Subdivision

The Board reviewed the submitted plans. With a generic SEQR on file and no opposition
to the plans, MOTION made by Board Member Lowe, 2nd by Board Member Heckmann
to approve the request. Motion carried.

Town --- Mary Dial, Pelo Rd., Tax Map No. 30.00-2-6.1 in the Agricultural-Rural
Residential District. Consider Simple Minor Subdivision

The Board reviewed the submitted plans. With a generic SEQR on file and no opposition
to the plans, MOTION made by Board Member Lowe, 2nd by Vice-Chairman Aubertine
to approve the request. Motion carried

Town --- Mary Dial, Morse & Mary Dial, NYS Rte 12E, Tax Map No. 30.06-1-2.71
in the Marine-Residential District. Consider Simple Minor Subdivision

The Board reviewed the submitted plans. With a generic SEQR on file and no opposition
to the plans, MOTION made by Vice-Chairman Aubertine, 2nd by Board Member Kehoe
to approve the request. Motion carried.

Other business:

- Eileen Slate, from Grindstone Island, had previously come before the Board regarding
wanting to put a cottage colony on the island. Having been informed that she needed
more acreage for her plans, the Board decided to look into a proposal for an overlay
district. Board Member John Kehoe prepared a list of what he thought would be
desirable and undesirable allowances, and presented that to the Board, which reviewed it
and approved the choices. Discussion followed. Jefferson County would have to be
involved in the decision-making, stipulating what could be included in the overlay
district. Board Member Kehoe said that he also sent a copy to Aaron Vogel, of the
Thousand Islands Land Trust, knowing that they would eventually be giving input in any
decisions the Board wanted to make. The population on Grindstone Island has been
increasing in recent years, and lots are being sold off, some without easements to the
existing roads, so growth would be an important factor in the choices made.

- Preliminary discussion for Robert Connor, to subdivide a large single tax map parcel
that currently has a trailer park on a part of it with Health Department-approved septic.
Discussion followed as to whether Mr. Connor will be able to subdivide, as deeded roads
bisect the parcel, and those roads will be the lot lines for some of the new parcels. Some
of the new lots would then be either too small (less than five acres) for septic, or, the
existing septic would be going under the road, which would not be allowed, other than
for the current configuration. The Health Department would have to approve that.
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- The Board has not heard back from Lew Brindis, who wants to place a small wind
turbine on his property for personal use. Mr. Brindis was supposed to research the
matter.

- Assistant ZEO Richard Ingerson said that he was approached by a party who wants to
start producing ethanol, under a program called GoGreen, partially by using leftover hay
bales that are often left to rot in the fields at the end of winter. (The party could not be
present due to a family emergency.) The party wishes also to use a small wind turbine
for the production.

- Recent events at the new church on Bartlett Point Road at Rte 12E prompted a request
to investigate whether signs could be placed to prevent parking too close to the
intersection. Also, speed has become an issue on Bartlett Point Rd., and could the Board
do something about that. NYS DoT did a speed survey during the winter and deemed the
traffic too light to warrant a reduction in speed limits. As to the church parking issue, the
Board thought perhaps it was event-oriented, and that, when needed, the Village could
place cones within a reasonable distance of the intersection, as they recently did during
the Antique Boat Show. Placing “No Parking” signs may come under the purview of the
State for that portion of the road, and the Village or Town for upper Bartlett Point Road.

- Chairman Baril wanted to make the Board aware that it is the Board’s job to consider
the growth of the town when considering subdivisions. With the condition of the
economy, many people are selling off land. But, he said, there are programs that the
Board should investigate, similar to a SmartGrowth program that could help prevent
future runaway growth, leading to infrastructure problems.

- Ass’t ZEO Ingerson said that the owner of Bella’s approached him to put up a
decorative wrought-iron fence in front of their café. It would be handcrafted by a local
artisan and be in place seasonally, not permanently. It would not encroach upon the
Vllage’s five-foot right-of-way, as the sidewalk there is wider than usual. The consensus
of this Board was to send it back to the Village Board if it needs their approval, but
otherwise this Board would approve it. Chairman Baril and Board Member Lowe both
made comments that, with the downturn in the general economy, to see money being put
into local business improvement is very positive and can only benefit the Village and
Town.

- Vice-Chairman Aubertine said that the Riverwalk designs have been chosen, and that
they will be going for bids very soon. It was suggested that a short-form SEQR be done
to be sure all the appropriate actions will be taken. The Town and the CLDC are the co-
applicants. MOTION made by Vice-Chairman Aubertine, 2nd by Board Member Kehoe
for Chairman Baril to complete a SEQR. Motion carried, and Chairman Baril proceeded
with the finding of facts. Chairman Baril asked for a roll call vote; motion carried to
make this a negative declaration.

Aye: Bud Baril, Larry Aubertine, John Kehoe, Paul Heckmann, Ron Duford and Preston
Lowe
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Nay: None Absent: John Eppolito, Gail Richardson Abstain: None

9:25 – ZEO LaClair spoke on the issue of Farm Wineries, as Phil Randazzo has a small
winery in the Agricultural-Rural District and would like to expand. According to ZEO
LaClair, Farm Wineries come under the purview of Ag(riculture) and Markets, not of any
Board. Wineries directly produce off the land, therefore they need no other permits
except for the buildings on the land. They can do all their production, bottling, tours and
sales per Ag and Markets.

- There are potential problems with the condos being built on Rte 12E. Some of the
neighbors reportedly were not aware of the future construction and may not wish to grant
rights-of-way if needed for driveways or curbing.

- Gerald Ingerson hasn’t done anything further about updating his plans for the Industrial
Park on East Line Road.

- Regarding the Heberling property / Boomerang Island, Mark Wiggins said that the DEC
has said that no muskellunge spawning ground has been found, but that since 1972 they
have yet to allow anyone to build on wetlands. He is going to recommend that they deny
the permit. It was noted that the Heberlings have put the property up for sale.

- As far as the windfarms are concerned, there has been no bat problem found, but still
the project is on hold indefinitely.

At 9:40, MOTION made by Board Member Lowe, 2nd by Board Member Heckmann to
adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Janet Sullins
Recording Clerk


