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APPROVED
JOINT TOWN / VILLAGE OF CLAYTON

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES
AUGUST 6, 2009

At 7:00 P.M., Chairman Bud Baril opened the regular meeting of the Joint Town /
Village of Clayton Planning Board with the following members present:

Bud Baril, Larry Aubertine, Paul Heckmann, John Kehoe, Preston Lowe, Alternate
Duane Hazelton.

Absent: Ron Duford, Twyla Webb, Alternate Gail Richardson, Zoning Enforcement
Officer Henry LaClair

Others present: Assistant Zoning Enforcement Officer Richard Ingerson, Recording
Clerk Janet Sullins

Townspeople present: Kirk Gilchrist, Ernest Ross, Marjorie Ross, Cindy Grant, Nancy
Madsen, Kevin Zoll, Jan Larrow, Bernel G. Kempney, James C. Kenney

Chairman Baril opened with a comment on the great job the Town, Village, DPW and
volunteers did on Wednesday, cleaning up the Frink Park waterfront. In five hours, a
large amount of underbrush was removed, improving the view and making way for
further improvements by developers.

The Board reviewed the minutes from the July 2nd meeting. With no changes suggested,
MOTION made by Board Member Preston Lowe, 2nd by Board Member John Kehoe to
approve the minutes as written. Motion carried.

Clerk Janet Sullins handed out remaining copies of the Board Members’ comments on
the Wind Committee’s findings and partial packets of EDR’s Zoning Ordinance
Guidelines, issues of the Talk of the Town and a copy of Ken Deedy’s letter, with his
comments on the proposed zoning amendments. Also, applications for Lindsey’s and
Taylor’s subdivision applications.

Chairman Baril informed Vice-Chairman Larry Aubertine that he would have to chair the
September meeting, as he will be out of town.

Brief discussion of Ken Deedy’s letter: Chairman Baril referenced the recent Town Board
meeting at Grindstone Island. There will be further discussion later in the meeting.

Board Member Lowe said that the North Shore Oil Company has done an excellent job
with their fuel depot on East Line Road. Keeping the trees has made it look less
industrial, while still allowing for efficient use.
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An invitation has been extended to the Planning Board to attend the Town Board meeting
on August 19, 2009. It will be held in Depauville. It would be good for members to
attend since the new cell tower is being erected there, and other residents may have
questions they can address. Also, they will be discussing wind regulations with regards
to the Planning Board’s recommendations to the Town Board. This will just be a
discussion amongst the Town Board, not a public hearing.

7:15 --- Town --- Kirk Gilchrist, 32487 NYS Rte 12, Tax Map No. 42.14-2-53 in the
Hamlet of Depauville. Public Hearing for a Special Use Permit to site a Small
Commercial Business (antique store) in the old stone church.

At 7:15, Chairman Baril opened the Public Hearing and read into the record a letter from
the Jefferson County Planning Board. While they said that the matter was mainly of local
concern, they did suggest that perhaps the Department of Transportation would require a
permit for access to NYS Rte 12, and that possibly Mr. Gilchrist may need to submit a
Site Plan Review according to local Clayton law. They are concerned that possibly there
may be more traffic than occurred at times of church services. Mr. Gilchrist said that
there is actually of a lot of activity all week, with the Redemption Center, the food
pantry, the Velcro business, Zion Academy and offices all using the same driveway. Mr.
Gilchrist submitted for the record a petition he circulated in the hamlet.

Vice Chairman Aubertine questioned what looked to be a driveway, but is actually an
easement between the church and another building. James Kenney, zoning board of
appeals chairman and a resident of Depauville, spoke, saying that the building/driveway
in question had been used for more than just services one day a week, and that the new
shop would probably be using it less. There is not presently a traffic hazard, there is
good line-of-sight, and there would not be any evening impact, although the lighting is
adequate.

Chairman Baril was informed that Zion Academy no longer exists, but that they do still
train international students. There was discussion of ease of entry/egress regarding truck
traffic (deliveries) and parking. There was a question about a property line running
through the building, but that was apparently cleared up with ZEO LaClair a while ago.

At 7:30, Chairman Baril completed Part II of SEQRA. He then asked for a motion to
have this made a negative declaration. MOTION made by Vice Chairman Aubertine, 2nd

by Board Member Lowe. Motion carried. He then asked for a motion to close the Public
Hearing. MOTION made by Board Member Lowe, 2nd by Vice-Chairman Aubertine.
Motion carried.

As they reviewed the application, the question of signage arose, as per the letter from
Jefferson County. A sign would be hung under the existing Redemption Center sign, and
they would come in to see ZEO LaClair for the proper permit. Also, the handicapped
sign they had for the church would be rehung, and also painted on the ground space as
well.
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Hours of operation will be 8-5, Monday through Sunday. Board Member John Kehoe
wondered if the State needed to sign off on the plans. He suggested that Mr. Gilchrist
contact the DOT and let them know the size of the existing driveway to be sure it
complies.

At 7:40, MOTION made by Vice-Chairman Aubertine to approve the application with
the stipulation that Mr. Gilchrist conforms to the sign ordinance and any other
recommendations by the DOT. It was 2nd by Board Member Lowe.

Aye: Bud Baril, Larry Aubertine, John Kehoe, Preston Lowe, Paul Heckmann
Nay: None Absent: Ron Duford, Twyla Webb Abstain: None

Other business: The Board discussed some of the recommendations made by
Environmental Design & Research group regarding development in the Town LWRP.
They would like the Board to consider their suggestions and then remove the ones they
think would not work. Chairman Baril thinks this applies particularly to the Rte 12
corridor between the Village and Alexandria Bay, as there have been suggestions made in
the past of malls or “big box stores” on some of the properties. There was much
discussion and speculation, but Board Member Heckmann said he really needed more
information from someone from EDR and/or the LWRP before he could make an
informed decision. Paul Fritz, of EDR, was supposed to be in touch with Vice-Chairman
Aubertine, but that didn’t happen, so Chairman Baril said that he would get someone to
come to speak to the Board. He will also get a copy of the LWRP boundaries.

At 8:15, Chairman Baril read into the record the letter from Ken Deedy opposing the
proposed zoning amendments, particularly as they apply to Grindstone Island. A
decision was made to review the list of proposed changes and see what should not have
been included, and then to make a new list of what to propose and how to propose it. It is
Board Member John Kehoe feels that they should not have proposed dockage, as that
seems to be what is the major complaint.

At 8:30, with no other business arising, MOTION made by Board Member Preston
Lowe, 2nd by Vice-Chairman Aubertine to adjourn this meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Janet Sullins
Recording Clerk


