
APPROVED 

JOINT TOWN / VILLAGE OF CLAYTON 

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 

JULY 7, 2011 

 

 

At 7:04 P.M., Chairman Bud Baril opened the regular meeting of the Joint Town / Village of Clayton 

Planning Board with the following members present: 

 

Chairman Bud Baril, Vice Chairman Larry Aubertine, Paul Heckmann, Twyla Webb, John Kehoe, 

Alternate Duane Hazelton who is sitting in for Board Member John Kehoe.  (Absent: Ron Duford, 

Preston Lowe) 

 

Others Present:  ZEO Henry LaClair, Assistant ZEO/Code Enforcement Officer Richard Ingerson, 

Recording Clerk Susan Kenney 

 

Townspeople Present:  Russell Pope, Louise Pope, Cindy Grant 

 

The minutes from the June meeting were reviewed.  A minor change was needed for clarification.  At 

7:06 MOTION was made by Vice Chairman Aubertine,  2
nd
 by Member Heckmann, to accept the June 

minutes with the correction added.  Motion carried. 

 

At 7:07, a letter from Chairman Bud Baril to the Town and Village Boards was read.  The letter 

concerned the proposed changes to the alternate member of the Planning Board, and the need for a 

second alternate. 

 

At 7:08, a reminder was given about the Town Board meeting next week concerning the proposed 

revision to Local Law 1 of 2007.  It will be next Wednesday, July 13, at 7:00 pm. 

 

7:11 --- Village --- Pre-conference application for Griff’s Redemption, a proposed can and bottle 

redemption center in the former Clayton Marble building, 720 James St., Clayton, in the 

Business District. 

 

Mr. Russell Pope spoke for Griff’s Redemption.  He reviewed his presentation from the June Planning 

Board meeting, and added the information that the owner of the building, Mr. Dick Alexander, is in the 

process of painting the exterior.  Mr. Pope is having a new sign made that falls within village size 

requirements and is not lit.  He does not propose any additional landscaping to the site.  He will be 

using 1,500 sq. ft. of the building, including some storage space in the back for bottles before they are 

taken away; only smaller vans or trucks will be used for that purpose, no large tractor trailers.  He is 

told that the bathroom is functional, so that will not need much work. 

 

He plans on putting a dumpster to the left of the building.  Chairman Baril asked if it could be screened 

from the road.  Chairman Baril also asked if any DEC permits were needed; Mr. Pope has already filed 

for any necessary permits. 

 

It was stated that a public hearing for this application is necessary because the building has been 

unused for over a year. 

 



Questions about parking were brought up.  The present driveway has a wide mouth onto James St., but 

no designated parking spaces on James St. on either side of the mouth, which was seen as a potential 

problem.  It was noted that New York State Department of Transportation, as well as Jefferson County, 

would have input on that situation and others to do with parking and traffic.  Another question was 

raised as to available room for customers to turn around, particularly if other customers were also 

parked there.  Another question was raised about the possibility of a second party renting the other side 

of the building, and what impact that would have on the overall parking.  Alternate Member Hazelton 

noted that there should be directional signs coming in to direct customer traffic.  Chairman Baril noted 

the difficulty with line of sight coming up the driveway because of the incline; the state may need to 

mandate a right turn coming out of the driveway. 

 

At 7:28 Chairman Baril went through the SEQR.  MOTION to declare a negative finding on SEQR, 

made by Member Heckmann, 2
nd
 by Vice Chairman Aubertine.   

 

Aye:  Chairman Bud Baril, Vice Chairman Larry Aubertine, Paul Heckmann, Alternate Duane 

Hazelton, Twyla Webb       Nay:  None   Not Voting:  John Kehoe 

Absent:  Ron Duford, Preston Lowe 

 

A public hearing for this application was set for the next Planning Board meeting, August 4, 2011. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Member Heckmann gave an update on efforts to redevelop the Frink property, in particular plans for a 

high-end hotel to be built on the site.  The committee and the developer will be presenting plans for 

this hotel to the CLDC on the 20
th
 of this month, with the basis for financial analysis.  Member 

Heckmann is inviting the rest of the Planning Board to sit in on this meeting on the 20
th
 in order to see 

the plans and remain informed on the progress of redevelopment.  The session would probably be in 

the late afternoon, in the town offices.  This would be like a pre-application informational session. 

 

Chairman Baril noted that the same developer had erected a hotel in Watkins Glen, similar to what is 

being proposed for the Frink site; the parking is well laid out, and the landscaping very nice. 

 

It was noted that there need to be discussions with the developer concerning parking needs for the 

hotel and the community, particularly overflow parking needs.  The Village could use about 50 or 

more spaces for community use. 

 

In regards to waterfront development, the committee is looking to create a docking facility for 50 

boats, up to 40 ft. in length.  About 12 different layouts for the docks are currently being looked at, and 

will soon be presented to the committee. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Vice Chairman Larry Aubertine reminded the rest of the planning board to be thinking about senior 

housing  and services in the Village and Town of Clayton. 

 

At 8:45, MOTION  to adjourn the meeting made by Vice Chairman Aubertine, 2
nd
 by Member 

Heckmann.  The motion was passed. 


